“DoO YOU LOVE ME MORE THAN THESE?"

In today’s Gospel (John 21:1-19) when Jesus asks Peter, Do you love me more than
these?” some think that he is asking whether Peter loves him more than “these” other disci-
ples. A different way of looking at this question is to think of it as Jesus asking if Peter loves
Jesus more than these things that are around him — friends, fishing, food, boat — anything
that might distract him from following Jesus. It is helpful to imagine Jesus asking us the same
question: “Do you love me more than these?” The first time he asks it might refer to maga-
zines or TV or something that would be easy to give up. The second time, Jesus might be ask-
ing for a little more sacrifice — something that we really like (some have said: chocolate or

luxurious vacations). The third time Jesus asks us reaches deep into the core of our being for those things to
which we cling. This might be power or control, food or drink, or any other emotion or thing that we think will sat-
isfy our deepest longing. Our first temptation might be to say, “I'll get back to you.” But Jesus really desires our
whole attention. He longs to be our sole (and soul) satisfaction. Reread this Gospel passage today and ask God for
the grace to say, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.”

Disciples’ Prayer CONGRATULATIONS

Lord God, to our parish
your Son appeared to his disciples CONFIRMATION CLASS OF 2010
and ate with them at the seashore.
He asked Simon Peter, “Do you love me?” TIMOTHY BALL
. . EMILY BANDIERA
Give us the grace to say “yes HEATH BOLDEN

when he asks us to love you.

Give us the grace of an eager step SAMUEL HEREDOS

when he asks us to care for CHELSEA KELLY
brothers and sisters in need. LAURA MADDOX
_ JENNIFER MONTAZZOLI
Help us to be undisturbed DREW PETERS * MICHAEL PETERS
by hard work or hard times, DEBBIE PETERSON

but to rejoice in your Son’s presence

even when we don't always recognize it. THOMAS SHIRKEY
Help us to stretch out our hands CHASITY TODARO
so that you can bind us with your love BENJAMIN VI1ZY

and carry us home to you.
We ask this through the same Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Happy Birthday

BETTER THAN MIRACLES
Suffering out of love of God is better than working Father JOhn
miracles. St. John of the Cross April 22

AMONG OURSELVES

This Sunday’s reading from the Book of Revelation offers us a glimpse of the liturgy of heaven. Angels too
numerous to count surround the throne and offer praise to the Lamb that was slain. Then every creature in
heaven and on earth joins in the praise. There is a long tradition of seeing all of us gathered for Mass as part of a
larger assembly. Our gathering for Mass is part of a much larger act of worship by all of us gathered here joined
with the angels and saints in that heavenly liturgy. We remember this scene at the end of every Preface to the
Eucharistic Prayer. There is a reminder that “...we join with all the angels and saints in their great song of joy..."”
leading us into that song “Holy, Holy, Holy...”. We used to decorate our churches with more images of angels and
saints to better remind us that they were sharing our worship and we were sharing in theirs. Our listening, our

proclaiming, our praying, our singing all reflect the reality of this one great act of worship.



MASS INTENTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, April 17 Sunday Vigil
5:00 pm Ken Komar/wife, Joan
6:30 pm Felicia Sitko / John Giel

Sunday, April 18 3rd Sunday of Easter
8:30 am Murin Family / Family
10:30 am Robert Hug / Ruth Hug
Baptism: Suzanne, Lillian and Dakota Muncy

Monday, April 19 Easter Weekday
6:00 pm Gary Hawkins/mother, Ruth

Tuesday, April 20 Easter Weekday
8:00 am Paul Spangler / M/M Dick Coyne

Wednesday, April 21 St. Anselm
8:00 am Gregg Burkley / Family

Thursday, April 22 Easter Weekday
8:00 am Happy Birthday Father John / Friends

Friday, April 23 Easter Weekday
8:00 am L&D Igoe Family / Frank Proch

Saturday, April 24 Sunday Vigil
5:00 pm Sarah Urbanowicz / AnnMarie & Kim Soltis
6:30 pm Ivan & Ivana Grbac/M/M Mario Grbac

Sunday, April 25 4th Sunday of Easter
8:30 am Shirley Finizia / Family
10:30 am Leopoldino Angulo / daughter, Alcira

WEEKLY OFFERING

St. Edward St. Lucy
Regular: $2213.00 (119) $1560.00 (86)
Last Year: $3217.50 (144) $2225.00 (110)
Holy Land: 22.00 5.00
Easter: 312.00 260.00
Assessments: 30.00 15.00
Home Missions:  15.00 .00
Restricted: 100.00 .00
St. Vincent: 191.00 25.00
CETAP: 240.00 111.00
Heat: 100.00 .00
Children: 52509 10.00 (12)

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Monday: Adoration 10am-6pm in Chapel
Rosary and Mass 6pm in Chapel
Tuesday: Home Rosary Group 9am @ D. Kimpton
Briar Hill Bingo 9:45am * Car Show Meet E, 7pm
Wednesday: Briar Hill Mass 3pm
Bible Study Rm A 7pm
Thursday: Happy Birthday Father John
Adoration 11am-6pm St L
Geauga Co Jail Ministry 7pm * PPC Meeting St L 7pm
Saturday: Jesus Day Retreat Rose Hall
St. Vincent Food Kitchen in Warren
Weekend: Catholic Home Mission Appeal
Mother/Daughter Banquet Winca Hall

KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS PREGNANT? SCARED? NEEDS HELP? CALL 800-395-HELP 24 HOURS

MOTHER DAUGHTER BANQUET

The Women’s Club Annual Mother Daughter Banquet
this year will be on April 25, 2010, at 1:00 PM in Winca
Hall. The cost will be $8.00 for adults, children 5 to 10
- $5.00 and children under 4 Free. Tickets will be sold
after masses or contact Linda at 635-9171 or Doris at
632-5461. Why not bring back the tradition of spending
special time with your daughter/mother?

CAR SHOW/CHICKEN DINNER

The planning team will be meeting on Tuesday, April
20, 7pm at St. Edward meeting room. Many volunteers
are needed to make this a successful event. Please
consider joining the planning team. If you are unable
to be a part of the team, let us know that you are will-
ing to help on July 25. You do make a difference!

CENSUS 2010 * A note from the Diocese of
Cleveland

It is not too late to fill out your Census 2010 form. If
you have not already done so, please fill out the form
including information on every person living in your resi-
dence as of April 1, 2010. This would include all family
members: adults and children of all ages; as well as any
unrelated persons living in the home. It is very impor-

tant that these forms are accurately completed and re-
turned to the Census Bureau. To avoid having a Census
Representative visit your home in May, please return
the form in the envelope provided as soon as possible.
If you have not received a Census Form by April 12,
2010, or if you have questions or need assistance in
filling out the form call 1-866-872-6868.

BEST FUNERAL HOME OPENS

Best Funeral Home opened with their Open House this
weekend. It is at 15809 Madison Rd. at the old DDC
Clinic. Gary and Tracey Best are parishioners.

A TASTE OF MIDDLEFIELD

After last year's start, the Middlefield CC & Recreation
Dept. are again holding this community event on Friday,
June 18 from 4-10pm. It is a taste of local businesses,
foods, music, games, raffles and children’s games. Plan
to be a part of the evening. Free admission.

MINISTRY OF CONSOLATION LUNCHEON

Each year the Ministry of Consolation invites our parish
homebound and bereaved to a special Spring Luncheon.
It is Saturday, April 24 at St. Lucy at 11:00am. Call
Karen Morrow 632-6315 for details.




WE ARE WITNESSES OF THESE THINGS

SAINT ANSELM (1033-1109)
April 21

For anyone disheartened at how easily contempo-
rary discussions of disputed Church-State issues escalate
from civil discourse to shrill polemic, Anselm provides
perspective. Grounded in the Benedictine Rule’s bal-
anced “prayer and work,"” this monk-scholar, called from
his Abbey to become Archbishop of Canterbury, was
thrust into firestorms of political intrigue, himself the
target of warring bishops and nobles, kings and popes.
Yet from depths of inner peace, Anselm wrote this mov-
ing exhortation by which today's Liturgy of the Hours
celebrates him: “Rise up, insignificant man! From your
preoccupations, flee a while. From your turbulent
thoughts, hide for a time. Your crushing responsibilities
cast aside. Your burdensome business lay down. Free a
little space for God. Rest a little while in him!” “Faith
seeking understanding” was his strikingly contemporary
motto; and though renowned as an erudite philosopher-
theologian, Anselm also left personal letters, profound
for their insights on Christian friendship. Along with
those, he composed “A Prayer for My Friends” and “A
Prayer for My Enemies,” reminding us that those who
love God most passionately are also those who love oth-
ers most humanly.

PARKMAN 55+ CLUB CRAFT SHOW
The Club is sponsoring a Craft Show in Rose Hall at St.
Edward today from 10am to 2:00pm. Stop by and see
the crafts and gifts that are available. The 55+ Club
brings together Seniors from all over our area and pro-
vides fellowship, entertainment and support to many.
Please help them in this important fundraiser.

CARE FOR THE CAREGIVER

The Department for Marriage and Family Ministry pre-
sents a workshop for stress reduction for family and
friends to learn how to better care for themselves while
caring for their loved ones. It is on April 29 from 7-9pm
at Our Lady of Victory in Tallmadge and on May 24 from
7-9pm at St. Francis de Sales in Parma. Call for more
details.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Jn 6:22-29
Tuesday: Acts 7:51 — 8:1a; Jn 6:30-35
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Jn 6:35-40
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Jn 6:44-51
Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Jn 6:52-59
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42; Jn 6:60-69
Sunday: Acts 13:14, 43-52; Ps 100; Rv 7:9, 14b-17;

Jn 10:27-30

IS TV MASS ENOUGH?

My son is divorced and remarried to a non-Catholic.
His first marriage was never annulled. He says he
watches Mass every Sunday on TV instead of going to
church because he can't take Communion. I think he
needs to be going to Mass in a church with other
Catholics, not sitting home alone watching it on TV.
What do you think?

Dear Betty,

It's a good sign that he's expressing his interest in
the Catholic faith by watching Mass on television. Tele-
vision Masses are a viable option for Catholics who are
physically unable to attend Mass, but if your son is
physically able it's a different matter. There’s nothing
like “being there” when it comes to worship and by
attending the liturgy with other Catholics every week
and on holy days he'll fulfill his obligation by virtue of
baptism in “fully conscious and active participation”
(Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy; Sacrosanctum
Concilium”, 14).

Keep encouraging your son to attend weekly Mass
in person and also encourage him to contact his priest
about starting annulment proceedings. Once the an-
nulment is granted and his present marriage is con-
validated, he'll be able to receive the Eucharist.

While receiving Communion may be the privileged
encounter with God, mass is primarily for worshipping
and giving thanks to God. By returning to Mass with
other Catholics now and eventually taking Commun-
ion, your son’s faith life will clearly be enriched.

Father Bob Lindsey, C.Ss.R.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR GENERATIONS OF FAITH WINNERS

Snyderburn Family * Trip to Kalahari
Bolden Family * Dinner, Movie & Dessert
Stanziale, Politzer and McCoy Families * Subway Gift Certificates
Crawley, Bruncak and Mraz Families * Dairy Queen Gift Certificates
Bandiera Family * LARGE “Jesus” Candy Bar
Todaro and Schultz Families * 10 Commandment Plaques

Congratulations to all! Thank you and God Bless our families who attended Generations of Faith this year!



SUNDAY, APRIL 18, 2010

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER * The great reversal

There comes that time in our lives when our parents or
grandparents become too old or sick to care for themselves,

and they stretch out their hands to us. It then becomes our
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task to dress them as they once dressed us and to take them
where they don't wish to go as they many times took us
where we didn't want to go. It's part of the coming of God’s kingdom when the
last are first, the first are last, the children become the parents, and the par-
ents become the children. We glorify God by the manner in which we answer
the call to serve those who once served us, and to receive the care of those
for whom we once cared.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 5:27-32, 40b-41; Revelation 5:11-14; John

21:1-19 0or 21:1-14

"When you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone

else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not

wish to go.”

MONDAY, APRIL 19
EASTER WEEKDAY * Put on your angel face
Children often have that cherubic look—though they can be little devils some-
times! More rarely do we see that transcendent purity and beauty in the face
of a grown-up. When we do glimpse it in the blazing appearance of a charis-
matic preacher, the gentle eyes of a wise elder, or even the loveliness of a
stranger, it stirs in us a longing to learn more, to grow closer, perhaps even to
follow. The angelic look isn't reserved for the seraphic among us. We cultivate
a heavenly appearance by keeping our gaze on God's beautiful will—just as
Saint Stephen did.

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 6.:8-15; John 6:22-29

"And all who sat in the council looked intently at [Stephen], and

they saw that his face was like the face of an angel.”

TUESDAY, APRIL 20
EASTER WEEKDAY * Scout’s honor
The Boy Scout Law contains 12 points, the first of which states that a scout is
trustworthy. BoyScoutTrail.com describes the quality in this way: “Being
‘Worthy of Trust’ means a promise made is a promise fulfilled. It means a
scout will do what he says he will do. It means the scout will see things
through to the end.” Not a bad character trait at all, is it? We are blessed to
have a trustworthy God. Let’s “be prepared” every day to follow suit.

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 7:51-8:1a; John 6:30-35

"I trust in the Lord” (Psalm 31:6).

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21

FEAST OF ANSELM, BISHOP, DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH

Who do you say that he is?

Saint Anselm was a Benedictine monk, archbishop of Canterbury, and a scholar
during the 11th and 12th centuries. He is also honored as a doctor of the
church and is best known for using reason to prove the existence of God.
Throughout his many scholarly writings there are also beautiful prayers, in-
cluding ones that use different images to speak of God. In Prayer to Saint Paul
Anselm wrote: “And you, Jesus, are you not also a mother? Are you not that

mother who, like a hen, gathers her chicks under her wings?” How does this

image of Jesus as mother speak to you? What other images do you have of
God?
TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 8:1b-8; John 6:35-40

s

"Jesus said to them, 'I am the bread of life.

THURSDAY, APRIL 22
EASTER WEEKDAY * Fill up on the bread
Pop quiz on biblical history: What is manna? Sorry, it's not the name of an
ancient Middle Eastern band or a slang greeting among the Israelites. Manna
was a sweet-tasting food that, according to accounts of the Exodus, came
down from heaven as the morning dew evaporated and nourished the Jewish
people during their long desert sojourn. What can manna do for us today? It
provides a powerful symbol of the truth, then as now, that God provides. Jesus
is the living bread that has come down from heaven and offers eternal life—a
never-ending feast!

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 8:26-40; John 6:44-51

"Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness.”

FRIDAY, APRIL 23
FEAST OF GEORGE, MARTYR * Role models
The human need for heroes is deep, so deep that when our assumptions about
them are challenged we can become not only disappointed but angry. It may
be disappointing to learn that the stories of Saint George as dragon-slayer can
be traced to medieval Italian legends while George—who is honored because
he gave his life for his faith—lived and died in third-century Palestine. Roman-
ticizing the life of a hero may be good for the imagination, but it can also
separate holiness from everyday life. The substance of being a good scout or a
good soldier (George is patron of both) is not slaying dragons: It's choosing to
be honest, fair, compassionate, forgiving, and honorable.

TODAY'S READINGS: Acts 9:1-20; John 6:52-59

"Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name

before Gentiles and kings.”

SATURDAY, APRIL 24
EASTER WEEKDAY * When in doubt, choose love
Thomas Aquinas, the church’s great brain, after years of pondering and prob-
lem-solving came to this stark conclusion: “All the efforts of the human mind
cannot exhaust the essence of a single fly.” Of course that hasn't stopped us
from trying. But Thomas’ hard saying about the limits of knowledge is a good
reminder for us when we're seized with doubt and disbelief. So much of what
we experience we will never fully understand. Nagging questions will go unan-
swered, and we'll wonder about the purpose and meaning of our lives. During
those times of mental and spiritual anguish, simply choose to love—love your-
self, love your enemies, love life, and love God, who is love.

TODAY’S READINGS: Acts 9:31-42; John 6.:60-69

"Then many of his disciples who were listening said, 'This saying is

hard; who can accept it?””
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