




By Karen Morrow

The class of seven Stephen Ministers at SS. Edward 

& Lucy is nearing completion, with about 3 -5 class 

sessions left before the class is commissioned in 

January.

"Our trainees have worked extremely hard and their 

dedication is paying off," says Karen Morrow. "The 

course has involved pre-class reading assignments 

and in-class lecture, discussion, and role playing. 

Our trainees are showing some real growth in 

knowledge and skills."

A recurring emphasis of Stephen Minister training 

has been confidentiality. What a care receiver says 

to his or her Stephen Minister is held strictly 

confidential. Even the identity of the care receiver is 

kept confidential from other Stephen Ministers - and 

everyone else.

"The emphasis on confidentiality is important for 

potential care receivers," says Lin Pleva. "Most 

people are reluctant to share their problems and 

situations because they're afraid of others' finding 

out. The confidentiality of Stephen Ministry lets 

people know they can discuss difficult concerns 

with their Stephen Minister and not be afraid of 

others' finding out."

 Stephen Minister trainees, and class sessions 

should begin in March 2010. Anyone interested is 

encouraged to contact Fr. Burkley, Karen Morrow, 

or Lin Pleva. 

Remaining training topics include:

    -Dealing with Depression: 

 The Stephen Minister's Role

    -Helping Suicidal Persons Get the 

 Help They Need

    -How to Make a First Caring Visit

When those topics are finished, the trainees will be 

commissioned as Stephen Ministers and receive 

their first caregiving assignments. But even then 

their training is far from over.

"Continuing education is an important component 

of Stephen Ministry training," says Karen Morrow. 

"Stephen Ministers will meet for continuing 

education twice a month, even after they begin 

meeting with their care receivers. The goal is for 

Stephen Ministers to continually enhance their skills 

and learn new ways to care. We want them to 

provide the best care possible for their care 

receivers."

Lin and Karen are also planning for the next class of 

Stephen Minister trainees, and class sessions should 

begin in March 2010. Anyone interested is 

encouraged to contact Fr. Burkley, Karen Morrow, 

or Lin Pleva. 

Stephen Ministry Training Class in Home Stretch

The Beautiful Promises of God
Author Unknown God hath not promised skies always blue

Flower-strewn pathways all our lives through.

God hath not promised sun without rain,

Joy without sorrow, peace without pain.

God hath not promised we shall not know

Toil and temptation, trouble and woe.

He hath not told us we shall not bear

Many a burden, many a care.

But God hath promised strength for the day, 

Rest for the laborer, light for the way,

Grace for the trials, help from above,

Unfailing sympathy, undying love.
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Mass Schedule

Saturday Vigil: 5:00 pm - St. Edward
  6:30 pm - St. Lucy
Sunday:  8:30 am - St. Edward
  10:30 am - St Lucy
Weekdays: 8:00 am - St. Edward Chapel

Holy Christmas Parish Mass Schedule
Christmas Eve, December 24

 4:00 pm Children's Mass @ St. Lucy

 6:00 pm Vigil Mass @ St. Lucy

 12:00 am Midnight Mass @ St. Edward

Christmas Day, December 25

 8:30 am. @ St. Edward

 10:30 am @ St Lucy

Penance Schedule
Friday, December 18: Penance Service @ St. Lucy

Saturday, December 19: 4-5 pm @ St. Edward, 7:30 pm 

    @ St. Lucy

Monday, December 21, 7:00 pm @ St. Edward Chapel

Wednesday, December 23, 7:00 pm @ St. Lucy




