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When Paul wrote his letter to the Romans, people generally believed that the planets and
stars controlled or governed human beings. The ideas of "fate" and "astrology" merged together
and turned humans into the playthings of the gods. In a certain way, it's easy to understand how
people in Paul's day could leap to that conclusion: things like the change of seasons, planting
and harvesting, and navigation all involved paying attention to "the heavens," i.e. the sun, moon,
and constellations. They did not know then what we know now, that our sun is a star in a galaxy
of billions of stars and that our planets are locked in a gravitational orbit looped around the sun.
These planets and stars might affect our planet gravitationally and even impact the sun, our
moon does affect ocean tides and animals, but these do not "control" our behavior. When Paul
wrote that nothing can separate us from the love of Christ, he wrote to a people fearful of these
cosmological influences. This section from Romans 8 is Paul's declaration of our freedom in
Christ Jesus. Death and life are governed not by the stars but by the Lord Jesus. Angels are
under Jesus' command. In Paul's day, "principalities" (archai in the Greek) often stood for what we would call "the laws of
physics" today, and Paul is saying that these laws of nature are not "the boss;" rather, the one through whom all things were
made is the Governor of the Universe. When Paul mentions "height" and "depth," these words were used in Stoic
philosophy and referenced the astronomical cycle of constellations (the heights) and their influence on the earth (the
depths). In a sense, Paul's list of what does not separate us from Christ's love would become a sigh of relief for the
disciples of Jesus. The Torah does not govern our lives nor the laws of nature, but Jesus only. We are freed from these
influences so that we might live in the grace of Jesus. No creature can separate us from God's love, and no one and no
thing can interrupt God's will for our lives, unless we ourselves choose not to follow Jesus. We cannot blame our lack of
discipleship on the constellations nor on our own genetics or upbringing. By Jesus' grace, we are free. And, the deepest
truth Paul desires for us to rest is in the reality that we are freed by love for love. No trial that we've been through separates
us from Jesus' love. And, no success we've accomplished was a solo venture. All is guided, governed, and graced by Jesus
when we follow him. Through Jesus we not only "survive," but "conquer overwhelmingly" in the Holy Spirit.

God bless you!
Fr. Jacob

Dear friends, With the chicken dinner/car show/Chinese auction event coming up in less than 3 months, we are here
again to ask you to help us out. Your generous donations of prizes are more awesome every year. Can we do it again?! Here are
our guidelines:

As always, we are requesting new prizes. Please do not donate used items or things that have been stored in closets or
attics for ages. There are several terrific nearby charitable organizations who would love to have those treasures. And, please, no
clothing and no lottery tickets.

Donations of alcoholic beverages will be accepted however they MUST include a receipt from the store where they
were purchased. If we do not have a receipt, we cannot accept the beverage.

This year’s event is Sunday, August 16th. We will begin to accept your auction donations after Masses on the
weekend of August 1 and 2nd. PLEASE hold on to them until then. The hall may be needed for other events before that
weekend.

The final day to bring in donations will be Thursday, August 13™. It is important to watch this deadline for two
reasons:

1) It is difficult to process items the day before or day of the event — time is short, we have our display set up and

ready to go, and there isn’t room to add more.

2) We will have the hall open to the public for bidding on Saturday, August 15th before and after the 5 p.m Mass.

We do not want to be adding prizes to the tables at the last minute.

Please help us by providing a suitable box, basket, crate or whatever works if you are putting together a themed prize
consisting of several items. BUT... You do not have to fill a basket. Individual new items that can stand alone are appreciated,
as well as newly hand-crafted items and gift cards. Everybody loves gift cards! We have a lot of guys that come to the car show,
so consider donating something that they might like — car stuff, tools, fishing gear, sports-related items, or gift cards for
restaurants, sporting goods or auto supply stores perhaps. Use your imagination!

This year we ask you again to indicate the value or estimated value of your donation. We will provide forms to include
with your donation at church entrances. This information is needed for office use only. It will not be displayed with your
donation. If you have receipts or copies of receipts for your items, please include them in your drop off.

We will provide more details as auction day approaches. In the meantime, watch for sales at your favorite stores 12 And
please let us know if you can help us on the days of the event! ~ -THANK YOU and God bless you!

KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS PREGNANT? SCARED? NEEDS HELP? CALL BIRTHRIGHT (440) 286-9711
SS. EDWARD & LUCY PRAYER LINE: Call Rebecca 330-389-0728 or email prayer request to Rebbanne@gmail.com.




Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, August 1 Saturday Vigil

5:00pm Chanin & Will Kreierhoff/Friend

6:30pm Krugis Family/Ann Bierer
Sunday, August 2 Sunday

8:30am Chester & Loretta/Ron Rzeszotarski
10:30am Pro Popolo
Monday, August 3 Weekday

6:00pm Bonnie Soltis/M+M Nick Frank
Tuesday, August 4 Weekday

8:00am Fr. Jacob Bearer/Sarah Mitchell
Wednesday, August 5 Weekday

8:00am HB Rex Blackstone & Ellen Politzer/Sue Mullett
Thursday, August 6 Weekday

8:00am David Bell/Claire & Kay Zurbuch
Friday, August 7 Weekday

8:00am Rita & Ann Flanagan/Sue Mullett
Saturday, August 8 Saturday Vigil

5:00pm DoD Norma Giardina/Children

6:30pm Anthony & Cecilia Bozeglav/Cecilia & John Hanish
Sunday, August 9 Sunday

8:30am Chuck Kennedy/Ron Rzeszotarski

10:30am Jason Gaenzle/Sue Mullett

7/19 Weekly Collection St. Edward St. Lucy
Saturday Collection $945.00 $1055.00
Sunday Collection $2531.00 $2156.00

Restricted Donations $265.00 $310.00

Thank you for you generosity and supporting our parish!

Weekly Schedule of Events:

Monday:
10:00 am - 6:00 pm Adoration E - Chapel
6:00 pm Mass & Rosary Devotion E - Chapel

Tuesday:
8:30 am Rosary Group E - Chapel

Wednesday:
6:30 pm Youth Group E
7:00 pm Bible Study E

Thursday:
1:00 pm - 6:00 pm Adoration L
2:00 pm Divine Mercy Cenacle L
6:30 pm Sisters in Christ L

Friday:
8:30 am First Friday Devotions E - Chapel
10:00 am Rosary Makers E

Saturday:
10:00 am Evangelism Group Meeting

Sunday:
10:00 am Rosary Before Mass L

Our 10 teens had a great weekend learning how to be Consume

Youth Group

Thank you so much to all who offered prayers and financial supgc()rt for our Youth Group’s trip to the Steubenville Youth Conference!
Deute

ronomy 4:24) by the love of God and not by the things of this

world. Please continue to pray for them as they bring what they (elcleived at tze Conference back to their families, friends and our
parish!

Our youth group is meeting this Wednesday, August 6, from 6:30 to SSpm at St. Edward. All students entering 6th grade this Fall
through our Seniors who just graduated from High

chool this Spring are welcome to attend!

Generations of Faith

Faith meets once a month on Wednesday evenings
age-based breakout sessions. During this time, our elementa

om 5:45pm to 8
schoo
Bible School, our middle school and high school students will attend the youth group meeting, and our adults will have a time to learn
about the faith, discuss with one another and pray together. If you would like to register, you can find a form near the entrance at both
churches or online at www.SSEdwardLucy.com under the faith formation tab. Registration is requested by September 1 to help with
planning. More information can be found on our website at SSEdwardLucy.com. If you have questions, contact Cassie in the Religious
Education office at (440) 548-3812 or DRE@ssedwardlucy.com.

OCIA

Are you interested in learning more about the Catholic faith? Were you baptized but never received the Sacrament of Confirmation or
First Communion? Are you interested in becoming Catholic? Do you know someone who would make a great Catholic? Join us on
Tuesday, September 9 at 6:30pm at St. Edward for our first OCIA meeting to learn more about the Catholic faith and hear about how
you can become a member of the Catholic Church or finish receiving the Sacraments of Initiation. All are welcome!

We are accepting registrations for Generations of Faith this year! Generations of Faith is our family faith formation program that
strives to give people of all ages an opportunity to pray and learn about the faith together with the parish community. Generations of
i {)m. We will begin at 5:45pm with a potluck meal followed by our

students will rotate through different stations, similar to Vacation

Sacramental Classes

Do you have a child going into 2nd or 8th grade this year? It’s time to get them enrolled in First Communion and Confirmation
preparation! Information about these Sacramental Preparation programs and the registration form can be found on our website at www.
SEdwardLucy.com or contact Cassie in the Religious Education office at (440) 548-3812 or DRE@ssedwardlucy.com for details.

If you have a child that is older than 2nd or 8th grade that has not yet received the Sacraments of First Communion and/or
Confirmation, please contact Cassie in the Religious Education office so we can make a plan to prepare your child to receive these
Sacraments!




Did you know...Pope Leo XIV has declared
this year the Jubilee Year of Saint Francis!
This year marks the 800th anniversary of the
death of St. Francis or more notably, Ais
birth into Heaven! The Diocese of Cleveland
has designated Franciscan Pilgrimage

Sites throughout the diocese for prayerful
visitation. Go to dioceseofcleveland.org/
francis for a list of pilgrimage sites and a
printable jubilee passport to mark your visit
(each site has a stamp for your passport.) This
summer is a great time to gather your family
and friends to make a pilgrimage, and don’t
forget to add ice cream to the agenda!

The Catholic Cemeteries Association’s next
Sunday Grief Support Group will be on
Sunday, August 16th. In-person will meet at
3pm, virtual at 5pm. In a welcoming and
supportive setting, find fellowship among others
who share their experiences and understand the
pain of loss. Meetings will be held on the 3rd
Sunday this month, at no charge to you. Please
join us for an hour of listening, healing, and
finding comfort with others who understand. For
details, call Suzi at 216-930-4866 or visit hiips:/
www.clecem.org/Events/Events.aspx.

Topics for the August 2026 meeting are
Seasons and Types of Grief, and Returning
to Work.

In-Person Locations (Main Office Buildings):
e All Saints Cemetery, Northfield | 480
W. Highland Road

o All Souls Cemetery, Chardon | 10366
Chardon Road

e Holy Cross Cemetery, Akron | 100 E
Waterloo Road

o Holy Cross Cemetery, Brook Park |
14609 Brook Park Road

o St. Joseph Cemetery, Avon | 32789
Detroit Road

Virtual — Please register at
https://clecem.org/Information/Bereavement.
aspx. Handouts for the meeting will be available
when you register online.

Save the Date - ond
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'ST. LEAWRENCE

METEOR SHOWER & PICNIC

AUGUST
SATURDAY 1 5 Indian Hill Observatory

Catholic Land Movement of the
Western Reserve Presents:

Enjoy an evening of Catholic fellowship, the Holy Sacrifice of
the Mass, community potluck picnic, and guided
stargazing under open skies. Details to follow.

Make sure you are on our email list and social medial!
neocatholiclandmovement@gmail.com

Save the Date!
Women's Morning of Reflection
St. Lucy's Church
Saturday, September 19th
8am - 11am

ﬂ»IfST

at ForeFront Field

(home of the Crushers) in Avon

for an inspiring day of foith, fomily, and fun.
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End the day with a beautiful
outdoor Mass at 8:00 pm with Bishop
Malesic followed by a spectacular
American Fireworks display.
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Lessons to Be Learned
The miracle of the loaves and fishes is one of the best known in the Gospels. It is also one that people have tried to
explain by calling it a myth, or by saying that Jesus called for people to share what they had brought and that turned out to
be sufficient. The fact that the story is repeated in all four Gospels (one Gospel says Jesus did it twice) leads us to believe it
is a genuine miracle.
When Jesus performs a miracle, he is not trying to show off his power. His actions always illustrate a lesson. This

miracle can teach us many things. Let’s look at a few of them.

One is the compassion of Christ. He takes pity on the crowd and first shows his love by curing their sick. Then he
sees that they are hungry and he feeds them. This reminds us that Jesus knows what we need and cares about us.

The bread reminds us of Jesus’ temptation in the desert, where he told the tempter that “man does not live on bread
alone.” He meant that mere food is not enough; we need to hear God’s word. The people followed Jesus because they
wanted to hear more from him. Just as the miracle satisfied the hunger of five thousand families, so his word will satisfy
the spiritual hunger of millions.

Notice the actions of the miracle: he blessed, broke, and gave the bread to the disciples to distribute. These are the
actions of the Eucharist, in which bread is blessed, broken, and given to us, his disciples. So the miracle reminds us that
Jesus will give us himself as bread and wine to be our food and drink. The miracle of bread and wine becoming the Body
and Blood of Christ happens every day.

So the question is, do we learn from this miracle? Do we trust the Lord to care for all our needs? Do we thirst for
God’s word to inform our lives? Do we try to live by that word? And finally, do we take advantage of the great gift of the
Eucharist daily or at least weekly? The miracle may have happened two thousand years ago, but the lessons are meant for
us today. Tom Schmidt




