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I recently listened to a speaker on the YouTubes describe faith as "betting
your life on something being true." Although we might have many ways of
describing what faith in Jesus means, that terse definition might be the closest to
the Scriptural definition of faith I've ever heard. What that definition describes is
deeper than a conviction or ideal, it's about living from the truth. Our convictions
can often wax and wane, sometimes we feel close to God and sometimes our
devotions seems tepid. If we get caught up in judging our own interior experience
of conviction about our faith with too rigid a measure, we might end up
quenching the spirit. "Betting your life on something being true" means I choose
to live and follow Jesus, in word and deed, in prayer and charity, and not simply
when my heart is moved within by conviction. In fact, living as if Jesus Christ is Lord when that truth
seems hazy and unreal might be a very deep act of sacrificial faith for some people. Faith is more than
an intellectual activity, and its deeper than our own fickle imaginations. The saints endured much
suffering and clung to faith - betting their lives on Jesus - and this sanctified them. I think of Thomas
More in the tower of London writing to his children before his death, both terrified by the prospect of
his execution and yet not wavering from his faith in Jesus and the Church. He was not consoled by the
thought of his execution, but he refused to allow others to determine what he'd bet his life on when it
came to eternity. He willingly went to the executioner, and even gave him a few coins as a "tip," and
lost his life in this world betting literally everything on the Resurrection of Jesus. Maybe your prayers
seem cold and fervor lax, maybe you've gone into a season where life seem humdrum and the Mass
doesn't quite console you as it once did. If we judge our faith on those interior movements alone we
might despair about our faith. Here's the real question: Are you living as if Jesus Christ is your Lord? If
you're striving for this, then you're living in faith - you might even being walking on water amidst a
storm without realizing it. May Mary and Joseph pray for us and help us to follow Jesus. May the Holy
Spirit grant each of us a deeper awareness of His presence in our lives, but, no matter what, may we
also accept a richer grace to live the faith and bet everything on Jesus.

Peace and Grace,
Fr. Jacob

Franciscan Saint of the Week

September 20 Saint Francis Mary of Camporosso (1804-1866), born Giovanni Croese in the village of
Camporosso in Liguria, Italy, was a Capuchin Franciscan friar renowned for his charity and humility. From a
young age, Giovanni felt called to religious life and entered the Capuchin order, taking the name Francis Mary.

Assigned to the friary in Genoa, he served as the community’s questor, or alms collector, spending his days in
the streets among the poor, seeking food and donations to support the friars and their works of mercy. With a
gentle and patient spirit, he offered words of comfort, spiritual advice, and prayer, becoming beloved by the
people, who affectionately called him “Padre Santo” (the Holy Father).

During a cholera epidemic in Genoa, Francis Mary devoted himself to caring for the sick, showing heroic
charity and self-sacrifice. He contracted the disease and died in 1866 as a result of his dedication to others.

He was canonized by Pope John XXIII in 1962. Saint Francis Mary of Camporosso is remembered for his deep
humility, love for the poor, and Franciscan spirit of service.

KNOW SOMEONE WHO IS PREGNANT? SCARED? NEEDS HELP? CALL BIRTHRIGHT (440) 286-9711
SS. EDWARD & LUCY PRAYER LINE: Call Rebecca 330-389-0728 or email prayer request to Rebbanne@gmail.com.




Mass Intentions for the Week
Saturday, September 19 Saturday Vigil

5:00pm Joan & Steven DeSantis/Family

6:30pm Edward Snyder/Family

Sunday, September 20 Sunday

8:30am Harold Kellogg/Family

10:30am HB Norma Giardina/Giardina Children
Monday, September 21 Weekday

6:00pm Edward & Lillian Bugajski/Joanne Bugajski
Tuesday, September 22 Weekday

8:00am Chester & Loretta Rzeszotarski/Ron Rzeszotarski
Wednesday, September 23 Weekday

8:00am Zach & Katie Burns/Family

Thursday, September 24 Weekday

8:00am Nicolas Faranda/Percic Family

Friday, September 25 Weekday

8:00am Dan Nichols Family/Mary Nichols

Saturday, September 26 Saturday Vigil

5:00pm Blessings for St. Edward Parishioners/Mary Smith
6:30pm Blessings for St. Lucy Parishioners/Mary Smith
Sunday, September 27 Sunday

8:30am Alfred Bearer/Family

10:30am The Thompson Family/Deveny Family

9/6 Weekly Collection St. Edward St. Lucy
Saturday Collection $1750.00 $1129.00
Sunday Collection $1746.00 $3434.02

Restricted Donations $125.00 $170.00

Weekly Schedule of Events:

Monday: Labor Day
10:00 am - 6:00 pm Adoration E - Chapel
6:00 pm Mass & Rosary Devotion E - Chapel

Tuesday:
8:30 am Rosary Group E - Chapel
6:30 pm OCIA L
7:00 pm Brothers in Christ L

Wednesday:
6:00 pm Adoration & Talk on St. Francis E
6:30 pm Youth Group E
7:00 pm Bible Study E

Thursday:
1:00 pm - 6:00 pm Adoration L
2:00 pm Divine Mercy Cenacle L

Saturday:
9:00 am St. Vincent Food Kitchen - Warren

Sunday:
9:00 am Sacramental Classes L
9:30 am Hunter's Blessing After Mass E
9:30 am Prayer Teams Available E
10:00 am Rosary Before Mass L
11:30 am Hunter's Blessing After Mass L
11:30 am Prayer Teams Available L

Thank you for you generosity and supporting our parish!

Youth Group

Our youth group will be meeting this Wednesday, September 23™ from 6:30 to 8pm at St. Edward in
Parkman. All 6"-12" grade students are welcome to attend!

OCIA

The first three weeks of our OCIA program focus on how we know that it is reasonable to believe that
God exists, that Jesus is the Son of God, and that the Catholic Church is the Church that Jesus founded
from the perspective of natural reason. These meetings will take place on September 22, 29 and October
6 at 6:30pm at St. Lucy in Middlefield. This is a great opportunity to learn these arguments yourself or
invite friends or family members who may have questions about these topics. All are welcome to attend
these meetings, even if you don’t attend the OCIA meetings for the rest of the year. Contact Cassie in
the Religious Education office at (440) 548-3812 or DRE@ssedwardlucy.com with any questions.

Sacramental Classes

All First Communion and Confirmation students have class next Sunday, September 27 from 9am to
10:30am at St. Lucy in Middlefield. If you have questions about Sacramental Preparation for your child,
please contact Cassie in the Religious Education office at (440) 548-3812 or DRE(@ssedwardlucy.com




Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen is going to be
beatified on Thursday, September 24, 2026
The beatification Mass will take place at 2 p.m.
Central Time at The Dome at America’s Center
in St. Louis, Missouri.

Many of our parishioners are aware of Bishop
Sheen’s television show, Life is Worth Living
which aired in the 1950°s and early ‘60’s. He
actually won an Emmy for his program in 1952,
beating out (then) big celebrities, including
Lucille Ball and Arthur Godfrey. He was a true
pioneer in religious media programming.

Bishop Sheen is also well known for his work
with missions through Propagation of Faith. In
1951, he designed the World Mission Rosary,
featuring different color beads for each decade
to represent different areas of the world.

For his beatification ceremony on September
24% a request was put out to rosary-makers
everywhere to make World Mission style
rosaries to be distributed at the ceremony. Our
Rosary Makers here at SS Edward & Lucy
answered the call. In the time we had, our group
of ten was able to make 775 rosaries, which
were delivered in two shipments.

Over the years, our rosaries have been sent to
missions overseas, to many parts of the U.S.A.,
to other local parishes and shrines. Of course,
they are always available at our own church
entrances, free of charge, and all are blessed by
Father Jacob.

The rosary makers are currently meeting on the
third Friday of each month at St. Edward, from
10 a.m. till noon. All are welcome to visit and
learn the craft!
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Sunday, September 27
8:30am Mass at St. Edward in Parkman
10:30am Mass at St. Lucy in Middlefield

As we begin hunting season, bring your hunting
gear to Church on Sunday, September 27 to be
blessed by Fr. Jacob after Mass.

Please do not bring firearms or arrows/bolts
Please leave all equipment in the trunk of your car
Fr. Jacob will go out to the parking lot following

the Masses to bless the items in you

Following St. Francis of Assisi into the Heart
of Jesus and Abba Father

Spend a prayerful weekend (October 2™ to 4™)
reflecting on the life and spirituality of St.
Francis of Assisi and his profound conversion to

Jesus Christ on the 800™ Anniversary of his
death.

Learn more and register at:
https://www.jesuitretreatcenter.org/calendar

Church Bulletin Advertising |

Contact
Sherry Montell

smontell@diocesan.com

614-301-7444

DIOCESAN

Catholic Life Every Day

Thanks to you and Diocesan, the bulletin is
published weekly at no cost to the parish!




For the Week of September 20, 2026

Sunday Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18; Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a

Monday Feast of Saint Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist
Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-3, 4-5; Mt 9:9-13

Tuesday Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44; Lk 8:19-21

Wednesday = Memorial of Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest
Prv 30:5-9; Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163; Lk 9:1-6

Thursday Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17bc; Lk 9:7-9
Friday Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b and 2abc, 3-4; Lk 9:18-22
Saturday Eccl 11:9-12:8; Ps 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14 and 17; Lk 9:43b-45

Sunday Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Phil 2:1-11 or Phil 2:1-5; Mt 21:28-32

Management Unfair

Notice any difference between the attitude of Paul in the second reading and that of the workers in Matthew’s
Gospel? The workers grumble because the latecomers got the same pay as those who worked all day. Paul has
worked for the Lord for years, yet he thinks it is better to keep working than to claim his reward of eternal life.

The workers grumbled because the landowner gave the same wages to the ones who only worked for an hour.
(You can imagine the picket signs: Vinedressers Local on Strike: Management Unfair!) Sometimes we see this
parable as an explanation for why sinners who repent on their deathbed can get to heaven. But Matthew was more
likely referring to the Jews who had served God for centuries and now see newcomer Gentiles claiming equality in
the church. They were complaining about God’s generosity in reaching out to all peoples, not just the chosen few.
God’s generosity is the real point. Those who realize how blessed they are in being called to do God’s work have no
problem sharing that blessing with others. When we see how much God loves us, we naturally want to respond with
love and service of our own. That is what the grumblers, both in the parable and in Matthew’s church, were missing.

Contrast that with Paul, who loves the Philippians so much that he is willing to put off his heavenly reward if
he can help any more people come to Christ. Paul is more interested in their welfare than in his own reward. That is
the attitude that Jesus hopes for in all his disciples. We can love him so much that we can’t help but share that love
with those around us. We can be so grateful for what he has done for us that we will suffer anything with joy. We can
care more about bringing Jesus to others than we do about our own comfort or even our lives. We can do this because
we know the Lord’s ways are not fair—they are more generous than we can imagine! -Tom Schmidt

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Over time, the severe form of one-chance penance collapsed under lack of enthusiasm for its burdens and its public
nature. As ordinary Christians prayed for the great sinners, it must have occurred to them that they were sinners no less,
and they required a form of penance also. The Irish came to the rescue, never having had a public form of penance, but
inventing a system called “tariff penance,” which was completely private, available to everyone, and wildly popular. After
a detailed confession, priest and penitent would lie on the floor before the altar and recite a number of psalms. The priest
then pronounced a judgment, a tariff, giving a task or a prayer to complete before reconciliation.

The surviving guidebooks for confessors make for hair-raising reading as the sins of which the Irish people were
supposedly capable were catalogued and keyed to penances. Cattle or sheep rustling might require stripping down to sing
psalms in an icy brook, for example, or adultery could be the occasion for rolling in a thicket of thorns. All of this might
have stayed in Ireland had not the monks had a desire to travel, blazing across Europe with their theology and their rituals,
and their sense that Christians needed strong medicine for sin and the assurance of God’s forgiveness. —Rrev. james Field




